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wŀōōƛǘ LƴŘƻƻǊ IƻǳǎƛƴƎ 
 

Recommended minimum sizes, ideas and why ‘a hutch is not enough’ 

! [ƛǾƛƴƎ {ǇŀŎŜ 
An RSPCA-funded study at the University of Lincoln revealed that Ǌŀōōƛǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƎǊŜŀǘƭȅ ƳƻǝǾŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜƪ 
ƳƻǊŜ ǎǇŀŎŜ than is available in conventional housing like indoor cages. For rabbit owners this means 
that we need to provide a living space that allows them to exhibit their normal behaviours, such as 
stretching, running and jumping when they want to; they are typically most active at dawn and dusk.  
 

aƛƴƛƳǳƳ IƻǳǎƛƴƎ {ƛȊŜǎ 
For indoor  rabbits the branch recommends a penned floor space of 
no less than 6ft x 3ft, a room to themselves or to live free range. 
Bigger is definitely better!  
 
We recommend you purchase a something like a large puppy play 

pen which has modular panels 
that can be placed in different 
formations to fit your home—you 
can use walls or multiple pens to 
maximise the amount of space your rabbit is given. 
 
Puppy Play pens are available online and from pet shops. We 
recommend you buy one with a height of at least 100cm. 



 

Page 2 of 3 

²ƘŜǊŜ ¢ƻ [ƻŎŀǘŜ ¸ƻǳǊ .ǳƴƴȅ 
Assuming the rabbit you have chosen is confident and at ease with being indoors, you ideally want your 
house rabbit to live in the heart of your home so they will get plenty of attention. 
 
Where you choose to locate your rabbit(s) is important. Whether in a pen or free range  make sure it is 
away from draughts, noisey appliances (e.g. TV, washing machines, music etc) and has plenty of hiding 
opportunities. The area should contain their food, water, litter trays and enrichment. The area can then 
be opened up when you are home so your rabbit(s) can socialise with you. 

wŀōōƛǘ tǊƻƻŬƴƎ ¸ƻǳǊ IƻƳŜ 
Tips from those in the know: 
 
¶ Rabbits naturally like to chew so you’ll need to protect items in your home like wooden furniture, 

sofas and skirting. You can protect furniture with guards/covers/boxing but the best deterrent is to 
keep bunny out of the room unless supervised. Some rabbits chew more than others, each bunny is 
different! 

¶ Use cable tidies or boxing to cover any wires within nibbling reach. 
¶ Place carpet tiles or carpet off-cuts in areas your bunny has a penchant for digging. 
¶ Block of areas you don’t want them to hide in. They can squeeze into very small spaces! 
¶ Keep house plants out of reach, rabbits do not know what is poisonous to them. 
¶ If you want to prevent access to upstairs of different rooms in the house use a baby gate. NB Some 

bunnies can fit through the gaps so cover with mesh too. 
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9ƴǊƛŎƘƳŜƴǘ 
Interesting environments can help to keep 
your rabbit(s) both mentally and physically 
healthy. Here are some ideas: 

¶ Platforms/leaping ledges e.g. wooden 
boxes, up turned banana boxes etc. 

¶ Things to chew, e.g. willow, sea grass, cardboard boxes, grassy tunnels, twigs/branches of fruit trees. 

¶ Things to pick up and throw, e.g. small plastic plant pots, stacking cups, solid plastic baby toys. 

¶ Hidey holes - mini tents, cardboard castle, boxes, dens etc. 

¶ Tunnels—make sure they are braced so they don’t roll around. 
 

[ƛǧŜǊ ǘǊŀȅǎ  
Rabbits are naturally very clean animals and only tend to go to the toilet in 
one or two places. This means they can be easily trained to use a litter tray (if 
neutered and are not competing for territory). 
 
Ideally litter trays should be lined with an absorbent material like newspaper 
or wood/paper based litter then covered with hay, as rabbits like to eat whilst 
they toilet. The best design of litter tray are ones that have one low lip, for 
ease of access, along with some high sides. A good option is a plastic dog bed 
or corner shaped litter trays, as rabbits tend to lift their bobtails when they 
urinate therefore the high sides prevent spillage.  b. Lǘ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ 
ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ƻƴŜ ƭƛǧŜǊ ǘǊŀȅ ǇŜǊ ǊŀōōƛǘΦ  
 

 IƻǳǎŜ wŀōōƛǘ ό{ύƘƻǇǇƛƴƎ [ƛǎǘ 

¶ Ceramic bowl for water 
¶ Litter trays x 2 (plastic dog beds ideal) 
¶ Cardboard boxes for them to hide in/jump on top 
¶ Tunnels to run through (solid plastic from builders merchants or nylon cat ones that aren't crinkly are good as 

well as tunnels made for rabbits) 
¶ Things to leap on and off, e.g. logs, boxes, or you can get some great stuff on Ebay, just google 'rabbit play 

house' 
¶ Hay, lots of it! Shrink wrapped hay from a pet shop or supermarket is often poor quality and overpriced. 

Ideally buy from a farm shop (much cheaper, roughly £8 a bale) or thehayexperts.co.uk 
¶ Newspapers to line the litter trays 
¶ A pen to contain them in 


